PROGRESS VERSUS WILDERNESS 


we 
T. J. Canan 


This writerts personal viewpoint ie that "progresas" 
(as the term is generally understood in modern society) ie in 
the long run incompatible with vildernesa preservation, 
However, the purpose of this article ie 1 to yersuadé the 
reader that thie viewpoint ia correct than to get hin to face 
the 480% squarely and make a decision for himself, one way or 
the other, 

The fact that there is a conflict between economia 
growth, on the one hand, and wilderness, freedom, and a 
wholeoome environment, on the other, ie implicit in amy 
discussion of wilderness values, But there esomo to be a 
widespread reluctance to bring this issue out in the open and 
aak explicitly whether genuine wilderness can be preserved if 
economic progress continues, 

For example, when thie author recently did some work 
for a local Audubon Society, he mentioned to a couple nf the 
menbera that chronic woe of the environmentalist: While 
conservation organisations are solving one problem, six other 
problema are growing up to take ite place, Those men vrt, 
agreed. "Yeo," they said, "It can got discouraging, The - 


problemo multiply faster than the solutions,” The writer then 


amggested that the only cure might be a fundamental change in 


more people travel fübther and faster than they did ten wers 
a80» : 
But efficiency implies control. ¥ilduens, the 
uncontrolled, the unpredictable get in tho wig. Therefore . 
rules and regulations multiply endlessly, Government and 
private organisations sdfitain computerized dosaiere holding — 
personal information about each of us, Some school aystema — 
have introduced behavior modification" programe whieh apply — 
the principles of operant conditioning to pupile e, 
Classroom behavior is considered too wirely, These phenomena  . 
ere not aecidental atigerations tut integral parte of our: 
so0iety?e course of development. -. : 


atrattejacket. Nore and more wrtanifes want to eseape to 
wilderness; so many of thon that wilderness recreaticn. 


wilderaeasee campiires oan be made only at designed 
and hikers mast stay on boardwalxe to protest delicato 


aeduced by the snowmobile and the outboard motor, habe 

gained in efficiency and convenience but have lost the 

independence roses hy their ancestors who cold make 
everything they needed wills their own hands, 

Most northern lakes, no matter how isolated they may 
look on the map, are now visited by well-to-do fiahermen who 
are brought in by airplane, Our remnants of vilderneas are 
being reduced to müseumepisces artificially preserved for the 
entertainment of the affluent, 

Jii i mak eee e e 
from all other aspects of modern life, This ís a necessary” 
Sonoequence of the fact that the further we progreso, the 
moro our progreso depende on efficient organization of the 
whole environment, 


"But couldn't we accept progreso only insofar aa d$ 
doon not conflict with our need for wildness or with our 
other spiritual needs Couldn't vo stcept only those. 
PT. genuinely benefit’ the winte 

Of course we could, We could alee love dur 
n na more 1426, atop having ware, s11 ali we have 
Sive to the poor, Sn oe ee eee dte He 


"Bu we!ve learned lessons fron the past, baventt wot” 
Yes, Lessons of a atrictly technical character, We've 
learned that logging must be regulated if we don't want e 
run out of timber. Wetvo learned that we have to stop spraying — ; 
Dor indisorixinately if we don't want to poison ourselves, In 
other words, we've Learned that some of our past practices: 2 
have been $echnásslly Ancf ficient. But we haven't learned to 
restrain tho impulse toward technical efficiency ond material 
wealth in cases where thene conflict with other values. - 

History shows that societies simply do nof leari lessons . 
of that kind = even though many individuela within a aostety - — 
may learn them, at least three reasons for thia, One 
ia that the egos of politicians, industrialists, and other 
members of the controlling elite are gratified by the 
grandioso. Every mayor, governor, or president prefers to be 
at the head of a dynamically expanding sten, and likes to 
Toast that the economy of his city, state, or nation grew by 
eo-aná-eo nany percentage pointe during hie administration, 
Mente spiritual need, and even to some extent their physioal 
health needs, are inconvenient obstacles and eo are rationalised 
anay. 

1 Gecond reason 4 that even if all individuals within . 
. a society because convinced of the importance of wildness, - 
wilderness, «a4 a vioLeesae enrironsent, it wouléatt 
‘neccessarily change their behavior, It has been this wetterte ' 
FFF 


significantly from the rest of the population in their 
personal habite of consumption, though we all know that our 
coneumption of goods and services contributes to pollution 
problems and encourages exploitation of the natural resources 
existing in our remaining unspoiled areas. 

A third reason why societies do not "learn lessons" 46 
the fact that the behavior of a society collectively does not 
does not necessarily conform to the individual wills of the 
members of that society, The Great Depreaeton of the thirties 
was not the result of any natural catastrophe; ít was an 
outgrowth of human ecenontc behavior, Nobody wanted ít, but 
it happened anyway. The pollution end congestion problems of 
our own era wore not planned or expected; nobody wanted them) 
they just happened, The point is that millions of people 
functioning together ín a complex aystem can produoe effects 
that are desired by none of the individuals concerned, Our 
sockety iu a vast machine, we ars the components of that 
machine, and our individual wills do not govern the behavior 
of tho machine, 

This io an oversimplification, It may still be possible 
for human decision to change the direction in which our 
society is developing, But the problem of directing our 
society cannot be compared to that of, say, steering an 
automobile. It is more lixe trying to divert the course of & 
charging elephant. We cannot siaply select a theoretically 
ideal balance between progress and wildness and then expect 
our society to achieve and maintain that balance. — 


One might just as well try to specify that an ideal 
wilderness should contain so many trout, so many mosquitos, 
so nany coyotes, and so forth. Bub everyone with any 
ecological sophistication knows that the number of the 
various species in a stable ecosystem cannot be specified 
arbitrarily, For stability, the numbers must bear certain 
Felattona to ome another, If you wore to put arbitrarily 
chosen mumbers of various animal species into an unoccupied 

. aroa of lend, the aunbere vod change rapidly untal ene 
stable syaten of proportions wa» reached, 

The seme principle applies to all conplex mysteno, 
.indlwding modern industrial societies. Theoretiowly, the 
Adee society showld have just so much economic wad technical - 
progress as will not interfere with freedom, wilderness, 


values, and the like, But there ío no reason to suppose that 


this represents a sociologically stable situation, On the 
contrary, experience ouggeate that 47 toobuical efficiency i5. 
the modern sense is accepted as a goal by any mocieiy, then 
($t tends to become the dominant goals if it ia to be restradmed: 


at ail ít mat be rejected wnequivocElly, This seems fo be the — — 
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AMERICAN WILDERNESS ALLIANCE 
324 Fuller « Helena, Montana 59601 
(406) 443-0315 


Jone 17, 1980 


T.J. Kaczynski 
463 North Ridge Avenue 
Lombard, Illinois — 60148 


Dear . d. 


1 thoroughly enjoyed your article, "Progress Versus 
Wilderness." It was very nicely written, and I found 
myself agreeing with everything you had to say. 


lI won't be able to use it in WILD AMERICA, however, 
‘At least for the immediate future, MILD AMERICA will 
Continue to have only 16 pages. As you may suspect, 
this makes it exceedingly difficult to cover critical 
wilderness issues nationwide. It seems like each day 
I have to choose among important articles, all of which 
deserve space in MILD AMERICA. We are presently trying 
to fínà funding to enlarge WILD AMERICA to make more 
progress in preserving wilderness. 


Since you indicated that you didn't wish to have 
the article returned, I'm going to keep it in my files. 
If I have space available sometime in the future, I may 
dig it owt and give you a call. 


Many thanks for your interest in WILD AMERICA. 


T. J, Lacuna 

463 North Ridse Avenue 
Lombard, 11448848 60148. 
duly 19, 1966 $ 


Ball Sokuotder 
c/o Anortcan Wilderness Alliance 
Helena, Hontana 


Dear itr, some dor 

Pack gen oe ae ce RH ee 
artiolo "Progress Versus Wilderness" that I cubsitted to Wild 
4xerica, Your Letter concluded vith an invitation to "koóp 
touch", o 
sono of the oyinionn expressed in tho articlo, 

Tn omae the mrticle didn't make it sufficiently deen, 
wy viow 20 that economie and technical progreso khrentods. 
only wilderness, but fresdon in general, note that modern 
,teohnology pate pover into the hands of large organizations: 
tho expense of individuals and onal groups, Corporations. 
governments oan make woe of devices ouch as muede 
and sophisticated computer systema which are unavailable 
‘tho average mau, Sad business is dying out bacano 
teohntquas ond oqipeent avaiable to larga corporations 
tho letter a doeieivo advantage. 

3 Tho family farm and ranch probably are doomed in tho 
long run because thoy vili not be able to Koop up wii 
technical progeoms, To make a living, the farmar heo to 
competitive tn termo of productivity por manehoür, 


thin ho has to utilize the latest agricultural technology, 
Tho neossasry equipment becomes more and more expensive and 
the operation muet be on a large scalo, If thers are any 
femily forms loft a hundred years fron now, thoy probably 
will have to belong de very rich families, t 

35 eh ak fov prolis tros uin mie, idie M. ‘ 
techniques being developed which have the potential to cgatrol 
human bohaviors propaganda methods, poyohologyy denet$o. 


Some sort of organized covenent should be formed which 
would develop an antl-technolocical, pro«nature idoology and 
wait for the right politieal and peyonologicdl mosént to 
“expend its inilioncs, Modern society currently saa to bs an 

a ntate of sooiolozical wicortatnty ani disorganization, It 
quite possible that at sone point sone group vill babes the: 
mace of ssnkind by prosenting thon with an ideology iu wiiol 
they oan Believe (vith a capital 2), thereby agian 
problems, Jufortimately, it is all too likely that 
would suocumb to the lure of power and carry the proi 
technological development to ite logical conclusion =» 
total control, Ii would be better f an antietobhnologícnl 
movenent were propared to make ite bid to play the: 
$122, the ideological wegus if and Shen tho right monent 


I notice that your ardrass im sow ak Holena, Montana. 
1 an temporarily staying with relativos 42 the Chicago ayo 
bub foumally live in a shack u for les Cub of fdnooln,. 
Montana. Sa ve are ainoot neighbors. ck 


Sincerely youre, 


T. J. Kaeynali 


